
  

Some Internet History

And what happened before

Rob Blokzijl – network user



  

History of RIPE
• Started in May 1989

• First Meeting:
– 14 participants
– Half day

• Protocol Wars:
– OSI is good

• Invented by the phone companies

– TCP/IP is bad
• Not invented by the phone companies



  

Oh OSI, Oh OSI
(to the tune of O Tannenbaum)

Oh OSI, oh OSI,

Your rules are always changing

Oh OSI, oh OSI,

Your rules are always changing

No matter where I turn to look

There comes another coloured 
book!

Oh OSI, oh OSI,

With variation, sagging!

Oh OSI, oh OSI,

The source of my frustration!

Oh OSI, oh OSI,

The source of my frustration!

Vint Cerf

December 1985



  

Horst Huenke, CEC DGXIII

“OSI has a constant property

 Which is to be around the

 corner”

Brussels, 28 February 1989



  



  



  



  



  

Horst Huenke, CEC DGXIII

“If we ignore RIPE – we ignore the ‘real’ 
requirements; if we accept RIPE we sin 
against the holy principles of 
standardisation.”

Blois, 14-15 May 1991



  



  



  

Arne Moi, a citizen of Norway

“On TCP/IP

 From a dumb end user point of view, like 
myself, it stinks to high heaven. On the 
other hand, it seems to work”

Oslo, 28 January 1992



  



  



  

Arne Moi, a citizen of Norway

“LESSON NUMBER ONE: Never let the 
prophets run a project because 
they have the answer instead of 
asking what must be done in 
order to reach the target.”



  

Arne Moi, a citizen of Norway

“Part of the success of TCP/IP on 
a pan-European scale seems to 
be that there are no 
regulations on it! It has so 
far been outside the realm of 
the PTTs and the users 
themselves have had to manage 
it.”



  

What was this all about?

• OSI
• COSINE
• IXI
• RARE
• EMPB
• CPG
• EUREKA
• And many, many more



  

Horst Huenke, CEC DGXIII

“[Acronyms] is an area where we 
in Europe have profound 
experience. Our acronym 
technology is leading the 
world”



  

Meanwhile, back on the farm…

• DECnet phase IV
• DECnet phase V
• SNA
• EARN/BITnet
• Coloured Books
• CERNet
• Internet TCP/IP
• X.25



  

DECnet Phase IV

• Global, private network
– Particle Physics Europe, USA
– NASA
– ESA

• 16 Bit Address
– 6 Bit Area Address
– 10 Bit Host Address

• Area Addresses
– 48 Global Aereas
– 16 Local Aereas



  

DECNET IV Address Policy

• Gang of Four
– HEP Europe
– HEP USA
– ESA
– NASA

• Guiding Principle:
  “Democratic dictatorship”

 (Enzo Valente)



  



  



  



  

Internet according to BT

“Domain Name System

 The Domain Name System or DNS is the 
method used to ‘name’ your computer or its 
aaociated host, by giving it a unique IP 
address. It is also the system used to to 
translate unfriendly names to user-
friendly numbers.”

  Internet Access Services from BT

  June 1994
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